Brighton Catholic Parishes News ;x

St James

- = &
N St Joan of Arc ST 1GAN OF ARG

The ASCENSION of the LORD. Year A 24th May, 2020

Services

Message From Fr Martin

Please contact the office
regarding baptisms, weddings

My mother was in a nursing home for over 4 years, progressively
and funerals.

becoming more vague, unknowing and distant from us. I would
wonder: “What does she perceive?” We never really knew. Much

g:tn g 3%;\:1[:1;? Sun 9am at the same when a person is dying in hospital, I tell the partner or
St James Church family to hold their hand and talk to them, because speech and
Sun 11lam & 5.30pm at St Joan touch are the last senses to communicate with them even though
of Arc Church. they are unconscious. I would always tell mum who I was when I
visited her. When she died, we all said “Thank God”, but at the
ﬁi‘;ﬁ‘:?};glg?}iur 9.15am at Z?:ie time we were sorry, sorry to say goodbye, not sorry that she
St James. :
Wed & Fri at 9.15am at St Joan I think of this when I read the stories of the disciples and the women on that unknown mountain in Galilee. What
of Arc. was in their minds as Jesus left them? Obviously what he had told them in his lifetime of ministry stayed with
Weddings & Baptisms them strongly, we don’t hear of them going back.
By appointment. Galilee was so often a place of refuge for Jesus in his life. When Mary and Joseph returned from Egypt after his

. birth they didn’t go to Bethlehem, but to Nazareth in Galilee. When John the Baptist was murdered Jesus
Parish Gr oups “withdrew” to Galilee. It was on the mountain that we call the mount of Beatitudes that Jesus gave us a sense of
Most groups are not currently | mission. On the mountain of Transfiguration he showed us the divine life he shared with God.

meeting.
We all like to go back to a place of safety and refuge for personal and emotional security. During this time of the

Card Players: virus thousands of people who were overseas or interstate returned “home” to that safety and security. We all

First Thursday of the month in the St

Joan of Arc presbytery meeting room lived in isolation because it was there we felt secure from the assault of the virus. The disciples withdrew to the
from 11.30am. Last Supper room after the death of Jesus because they were afraid.

Meditation: . . .. . . .

Mon 10am in presbytery at Yet something different happened on that mountain in Galilee. We don’t hear what the disciples did, although the
St Joan of Arc. story of Pentecost tells us they were locked in the room out of fear. But somehow the message of Jesus: “I am
%l;aye; Gmgpi ' with you always”, stuck in their minds. The first reading is only the beginning chapter of the story of the disciples,
St }l;znagfa[;rf ICI:ll‘lllIlerh. particularly Peter and later Paul, proclaiming the presence of the Lord Jesus with them — and us.

Social Justice Group: ' I look at the pictorial tributes that people often have at funerals, and I see the image of the parents to that of one or
Every second Thursday of the month in « . . . . .

the presbytery at two of those who come to mourn. I say: “soandso will never die while these children are alive.” A couple of my
St Joan of Arc at 7.30 pm brothers’ families often chirp up with “That’s a dad saying”. Amazing how the parents live on in their children.

. The gospels so often have that message: “where two or three are gathered, I am in their midst”; “Whenever you did
Parish Contacts it to the least you did it to me”. The very name the angels gave Jesus at his birth, Emmanuel, means “God is with

2 g 1. < ’
Parish Priest: us”. Paul on his way to Damascus, encountered Jesus who said: “Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?

Fr Martin Dixon It is comforting and gives a sense of security to know that Jesus is present with us. We can take refuge in the fact
Pastoral Associate:

Carole Cheng that our Baptism makes us members of the Body of Christ. However, the disturbing thing about the gospels and
Organist: Mary Taylor about Jesus, there’s always a sting in the tale. Today’s gospel is just that. Jesus said “I am with you always” but

Cantors: Adam Kaczanowski & Ma- |  only after he commanded them to go out to the whole world and proclaim God’s love.
rie-France Urruty

Parish Accountant: I have been watching the re-creation of St James Church. That magnificent sign of the commitment of a faith
Marina Stevenson community for over a hundred years and a symbol that it has been to so many people. As it has changed four times
Parish Secretary: over the length of its history, reflecting the faith of the community at that time, it now becomes a new symbol of its
Elaine Bolitho present faith community, changing for the fifth time. To do so disrupts our place of “refuge”, our comfort, our se-

Administration: Nici Bonning

Office: 118 New St, Brighton. 3186 . . . . .
Tel: 9593 1703 As every society has to constantly change or face becoming moribund, so too does our society today in general as

Dl e s e gem WD we come out of the virus isolation. We will not, nor can we be, the same as before or we will repeat the mistakes
www.cam.org.awbrighton and create another virus. This change in society is also a reminder that we as Church also have to change or face a
slow death. It is hard, and like the early disciples, we cannot “go back”.

curity. But this is a sign of a Church that is alive and changing.

St Vincent de Paul Society
For welfare assistance phone
1800 305 330

Remember In Our Prayers

Illness:
Kerry Basham, Anne de Rebello, Barbara Gallo, Marta Elena Hinds, Antony LaRive, Tatiana Mansel,

Gabrielle Marylees, George McLean, Freddy McGuigan, Margaret McGrath, Kevin Nichollis, Catherine Ryan,
Edward Shelley, Rob Smith, Emily Somers, Brian Taylor, Barbara Turner, Robin Turner

Recently Deceased: Sam Delosa, Chester Pouru
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We acknowledge the Boon Wurrung people of the Kulin nation as the traditional custodians of this place we now call Brighton
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A LITTLE BIT OF HUMOUR

Flying from Melbourne to Sydney (can you remember when we
did that?) a business man was seated next to a very attractive

woman. They got to chatting and she revealed that she was a

clinical psychologist researching aspects of sexual attraction.

“The popular perception is that the French and Italian men are
the best lovers”, she explained. “But according to my research
it 1s the Irish and the Greek who are the better lovers.”

The business man replied: “That’s fascinating, I'd loved to hear
more about your research. Perhaps you would join me at my
hotel tonight for dinner. By the way, my name is Demetrios
O’Shaughnessy!”
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Happy 75th Birthday Tony Killen t n
Congratulations Tony and wishing you much
happiness and many blessings for the future.
Quarterly Magazine of the g
National Council of Priests of Australia
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