
Services 
 

Please contact the office  
regarding baptisms, weddings 
and funerals. 

 

Sunday Mass  
Sat 6.00pm & Sun 9am at  
St James Church 
Sun 11am & 5.30pm at St Joan 
of Arc Church.  
 
Weekday Masses  
Tues at 6pm & Thur 9.15am at  
St James. 
Wed & Fri at 9.15am at St Joan 
of Arc. 
 
Weddings & Baptisms 
By appointment.  

 

Parish Groups 
Most groups are not currently 
meeting. 
 

Card Players:  
First Thursday of the month in the St 
Joan of Arc presbytery meeting room 
from 11.30am.  
 

Meditation:  
Mon 10am in presbytery at  
St Joan of Arc. 
 

Prayer Group:  
Thursday at 8pm in 
St Joan of Arc Church.  
 

Social Justice Group: 
Every second Thursday of the month in 
the presbytery at  
St Joan of Arc at 7.30 pm 
 

Parish Contacts 
Parish Priest:  

Fr Martin Dixon   

Pastoral Associate:  

Carole Cheng    

Organist: Mary Taylor   

Cantors: Adam Kaczanowski & Ma-

rie-France Urruty 

Parish Accountant:   

Marina Stevenson     

Parish Secretary:  

Elaine Bolitho   

Administration: Nici Bonning  
  

Office: 118 New St, Br ighton. 3186    

Tel: 9593 1703  

Email: Brighton@cam.org.au  Web: 

www.cam.org.au/brighton  
 

St Vincent de Paul Society 

For welfare assistance phone 

1800 305 330 

 

Brighton Cathol ic  Parishes  News  
 
 

St James  
&  

St Joan of Arc  

 
The ASCENSION of the LORD. Year A 24th May, 2020 

 

Message From Fr Martin 
 
My mother was in a nursing home for over 4 years, progressively 

becoming more vague, unknowing and distant from us.  I would 

wonder: “What does she perceive?”  We never really knew.  Much 

the same when a person is dying in hospital, I tell the partner or 

family to hold their hand and talk to them, because speech and 

touch are the last senses to communicate with them even though 

they are unconscious.  I would always tell mum who I was when I 

visited her.  When she died, we all said “Thank God”, but at the 

same time we were sorry, sorry to say goodbye, not sorry that she  

died. 
 

I think of this when I read the stories of the disciples and the women on that unknown mountain in Galilee.  What 

was in their minds as Jesus left them?  Obviously what he had told them in his lifetime of ministry stayed with 

them strongly, we don’t hear of them going back. 
 

Galilee was so often a place of refuge for Jesus in his life.  When Mary and Joseph returned from Egypt after his 

birth they didn’t go to Bethlehem, but to Nazareth in Galilee.  When John the Baptist was murdered Jesus 

“withdrew” to Galilee. It was on the mountain that we call the mount of Beatitudes that Jesus gave us a sense of 

mission.  On the mountain of Transfiguration he showed us the divine life he shared with God. 
 

We all like to go back to a place of safety and refuge for personal and emotional security.  During this time of the 

virus thousands of people who were overseas or interstate returned “home” to that safety and security.  We all 

lived in isolation because it was there we felt secure from the assault of the virus.  The disciples withdrew to the 

Last Supper room after the death of Jesus because they were afraid. 
 

Yet something different happened on that mountain in Galilee.  We don’t hear what the disciples did, although the 

story of Pentecost tells us they were locked in the room out of fear.  But somehow the message of Jesus: “I am 

with you always”, stuck in their minds.  The first reading is only the beginning chapter of the story of the disciples, 

particularly Peter and later Paul, proclaiming the presence of the Lord Jesus with them – and us. 
 

I look at the pictorial tributes that people often have at funerals, and I see the image of the parents to that of one or 

two of those who come to mourn.  I say: “soandso will never die while these children are alive.”  A couple of my 

brothers’ families often chirp up with “That’s a dad saying”.  Amazing how the parents live on in their children. 
 

The gospels so often have that message: “where two or three are gathered, I am in their midst”; “Whenever you did 

it to the least you did it to me”.  The very name the angels gave Jesus at his birth, Emmanuel, means “God is with 

us”.  Paul on his way to Damascus, encountered Jesus who said: “Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?” 
 

It is comforting and gives a sense of security to know that Jesus is present with us.  We can take refuge in the fact 

that our Baptism makes us members of the Body of Christ.  However, the disturbing thing about the gospels and 

about Jesus, there’s always a sting in the tale.  Today’s gospel is just that.  Jesus said “I am with you always” but 

only after he commanded them to go out to the whole world and proclaim God’s love. 
 

I have been watching the re-creation of St James Church.  That magnificent sign of the commitment of a faith 

community for over a hundred years and a symbol that it has been to so many people.  As it has changed four times 

over the length of its history, reflecting the faith of the community at that time, it now becomes a new symbol of its 

present faith community, changing for the fifth time.  To do so disrupts our place of “refuge”, our comfort, our se-

curity.  But this is a sign of a Church that is alive and changing. 
 

As every society has to constantly change or face becoming moribund, so too does our society today in general as 

we come out of the virus isolation.  We will not, nor can we be, the same as before or we will repeat the mistakes 

and create another virus.  This change in society is also a reminder that we as Church also have to change or face a 

slow death.  It is hard, and like the early disciples, we cannot “go back”. 

 

Remember In Our Prayers 
Illness:  
Kerry Basham, Anne de Rebello, Barbara Gallo, Marta Elena Hinds, Antony LaRive, Tatiana Mansel,  

Gabrielle Marylees, George McLean, Freddy McGuigan, Margaret McGrath, Kevin Nichollis, Catherine Ryan, 

Edward Shelley, Rob Smith, Emily Somers, Brian Taylor, Barbara Turner, Robin Turner  
 

Recently Deceased:  Sam DeLosa, Chester  Pouru  

 

 

 

 

 



/ƻũŜŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƳŀƪŜǎ  
ȅƻǳ ŦŜŜƭ ƎƻƻŘΗ 

Coffee from Timor-Leste is for sale this weekend for 
$8 a pack. Proceeds provide education for Timorese 
students. Please help! 
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[ƛƎƘǘ ŀ ŎŀƴŘƭŜ ŀǎ ŀ ǊŜƳƛƴŘŜǊ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜΦ 
 
¢ŀƪŜ ŀ ƳƻƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ ŀƭƭƻǿ ǿƘŀǘŜǾŜǊ ƛǎ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ƘŜŀǊǘ ǘƻ ǊƛǎŜΣ ŀƴŘ 
ƻũŜǊ ȅƻǳǊ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƭƻǾƛƴƎ ŎŀǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘ ǘƻŘŀȅΦ 
 

O God, come to our aid. 
Lord, make haste to help us. 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spir-
it.  As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 
world without end.  
Amen 

 

ht9bLbD tw!¸9w 

God of majesty, yours is the power that raised Christ from death, 
Yours the glory that exalted him to your right hand. 
By the mystery of the Ascension,  
sustain our hope as we bear witness to our baptism. 
By the perpetual outpouring of your Spirit, 
Confirm your church in its mission of salvation. 
Grant this thruΩ Jesus Christ, your Son, the first-born from the 
dead, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, God 
for ever and ever. 

 
 
CLw{¢ w9!5LbDΥ   

!Ŏǘǎ мΥм-мм 

 

In my earlier work, Theophilus, I dealt with everything Jesus had done 
and taught from the beginning until the day he gave his instructions 
to the apostles he had chosen through the Holy Spirit, and was taken 
up to heaven. He had shown himself alive to them after his Passion by 
many demonstrations: for forty days he had continued to appear to 
them and tell them about the kingdom of God. When he had been at 
table with them, he had told them not to leave Jerusalem, but to wait 
there for what the Father had promised. ΨIt isΩ he had said, Ψwhat you 
have heard me speak about: John baptised with water but you, not 
many days from now, will be baptised with the Holy Spirit.Ω 

Now having met together, they asked him, ΨLord, has the time come? 
Are you going to restore the kingdom to Israel?Ω He replied, ΨIt is not 
for you to know times or dates that the Father has decided by his own 
authority, but you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on 
you, and then you will be my witnesses not only in Jerusalem but 
throughout Judaea and Samaria, and indeed to the ends of the earth.Ω 

As he said this he was lifted up while they looked on, and a cloud took 
him from their sight. They were still staring into the sky when sudden-
ly two men in white were standing near them and they said, ΨWhy are 
you men from Galilee standing here looking into the sky? Jesus who 
has been taken up from you into heaven, this same Jesus will come 
back in the same way as you have seen him go there.Ω 
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tǎ псΥн-оΦ с-фΦ wΦ ǾΦс 

1.   All peoples, clap your hands,  
cry to God with shouts of joy! 
For the Lord, the Most High, we must fear, 
great king over all the earth.  

 

2.  God goes up with shouts of joy;  
the Lord goes up with trumpet blast. 
Sing praise for God, sing praise, 
sing praise to our king, sing praise.  

 

3.   God is king of all the earth.  
Sing praise with all your skill. 
God is king over the nations; 
God reigns on his holy throne.  

 

 

{9/hb5 w9!5LbDΥ    

9ǇƘ мΥмт-но 

 

May the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, give you a 
spirit of wisdom and perception of what is revealed, to bring you to 
full knowledge of him. May he enlighten the eyes of your mind so 
that you can see what hope his call holds for you, what rich glories he 
has promised the saints will inherit and how infinitely great is the 
power that he has exercised for us believers. This you can tell from 
the strength of his power at work in Christ, when he used it to raise 
him from the dead and to make him sit at his right hand, in heaven, 
far above every Sovereignty, Authority, Power, or Domination, or any 
other name that can be named, not only in this age, but also in the 
age to come. He has put all things under his feet, and made him, as 
the ruler of everything, the head of the Church; which is his body, the 
fullness of him who fills the whole creation. 
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Alleluia, alleluia! 
Go and teach all people my gospel. 
I am with you always, until the end of the world. 
Alleluia! 

 

 

Dh{t9[Υ     

Mt 28:16-20 

 

The eleven disciples set out for Galilee, to the mountain where Jesus 
had arranged to meet them. When they saw him they fell down be-
fore him, though some hesitated. Jesus came up and spoke to them. 
He said, ΨAll authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 
Go, therefore, make disciples of all the nations; baptise them in the 
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teach 
them to observe all the commandments I gave to you. And know that 
I am with you always; yes, to the end of time.Ω 

 

 



 

           We acknowledge the Boon Wurrung people of the Kulin nation as the traditional custodians of this place we now call Brighton 

 

 

 

CƻǊ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǎǳũŜǊƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǾƛǊǳǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ ƻǳǊ ǿƻǊƭŘΦ 

May our scientists work together for a vaccine that all in our world 
may find relief from this pandemic.  Lord hear us. 
 

CƻǊ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ƘƻǎǇƛǘŀƭǎ ŀƴŘ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ŎŜƴǘǊŜǎΦ 

Bless them in their work, keep them safe, that they may continue to 
share your healing action in out world.  Lord hear us. 
 

CƻǊ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ŘƛŜŘ ǊŜŎŜƴǘƭȅΦ  

Including Sam DeLosa, Chester Pouru and all whose memory is sacred 
to us at this time.  May they be one with the risen Christ and share 
eternal life.  Lord hear us. 
 

CƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŀȅŜǊ ǿŜ ƘƻƭŘ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ƘŜŀǊǘǎΦ    

With confidence in the risen Christ we say:  Lord hear us. 
 

We give thanks to God our Father, who after raising his Son from the 
dead has taken him into the glory we all hope to share. We pray this 
through Christ the Lord.   Amen. 
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Our Father, who art in heavenΧΧΧ 

 
 

Deliver us, Lord, we pray, from every evil, 

graciously grant peace in our days, 

that, by the help of your mercy, 

we may be always free from sin 

and safe from all distress, 

as we wait in hope for the coming of our Saviour, Jesus Christ. 

For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours now and 
for ever. 

 

May the Lord bless us, and keep us from all evil, and bring us 
to everlasting life. 

Let us go in the peace of the Lord. 

 

{/wLt¢¦w9 /haa9b¢!w¸       

ōȅ .ǊŜƴŘŀƴ .ȅǊƴŜ {W 
 

The Ascension of the Lord presents more than usual difficulty for preach-
ers. Without being too technical about it, I think we have to make clear to 
people that the biblical account given in the CƛǊǎǘ wŜŀŘƛƴƎ (Acts 1:1-11; see 
also Luke 24:46-53) does not mean that Jesus, at the end of his earthly ca-
reer, literally ascended in the way described. The very clear parallels with 
the description of the prophet ElijahΩs ascent into heaven (2 Kings 2:1-18) 
suggest that St Luke is completing here his depiction of Jesus in terms of 
that persecuted prophet. Having escaped the clutches of his enemies by 
rising from the dead, Jesus now makes an Elijah-like ascent to heaven.  
 

In biblical language and imagery this signals that the One who had been 
crucified on the trumped-up charge of being a political Messiah, a rebel 
against Rome, and who God raised from the dead in vindication of his true 
messianic status, has now entered messianic glory at GodΩs right hand. He 
has indeed been removed from human sight and commences a messianic 
reign in heaven but this does not mean an abandonment of either the dis-
ciples or his saving mission in the world. On the contrary, he will be present 
and active in a new mode of being through the power of the Spirit. The dis-
ciples had felt the power of the Spirit that was upon him during his earthly 
life. Now they are assured that, as a result of his messianic enthronement, 

IhaL[¸  

ōȅ wƛŎƘŀǊŘ [ŜƻƴŀǊŘ  

When I was a boy, Sir Edmund Hillary came to speak at my school. I can 
remember the fuss surrounding the visit of the first person to scale Mt Ev-
erest. And though there is now a school of thought that holds that he was 
beaten to the summit by Tenzing Norgay, his Tibetan colleague, there was 
an aura around this New Zealander who had been to the top of the world. 
 

Some of my usually dour teachers were in awe of Sir Edmund. There was 
more than a little hero worship going on that day. Rather surprisingly in his 
address Sir Edmund did not say very much about his adventure to the 
peak. He was much more interested in what we do to each other on the 
plains than what he did on the mountain top. He spoke about justice, 
peace and the dignity of humanity. I can vividly remember him sending us 
out at the end of his speech to create a better world for all people every-
where. When questions came, there were several about whether he felt 
closer to God at the top of Mt Everest, and although he said he did, he 
mentioned there were life and death moments on the way up and down, 
where God's presence and companionship were much more real to him. 
 

Hillary's visit to my school is not far from what happened to the disciples in 
today's Gospel. Matthew tells us that the eleven men who worshipped Je-
sus were commissioned by him to go out to the world and they were prom-
ised that he would stay with them until the end of time. 
 

Worship is a word Catholics don't use all that often. While other denomina-
tions describe their liturgy as ΨworshipΩΣ we tend to use it only in a more 
secular way like in Ψhero worshipΩ or Ψnot an altar at which I worshipΩΦ The 
concept behind this word, however, is an important one. To worship God is 
to admit that we are not God. We are creatures and our worship is di-
rected toward our Creator, Saviour and Sustainer.  
 

Whether we realise it or not we are commissioned to go out to the world 
at the end of every liturgy, ΨGo in peace to love and serve the Lord.Ω This 
changes our worship. We are not here just for ourselves. Mass, which 
comes from a word meaning Ψto be sentΩΣ indicates that our liturgy is about 
celebrating what God has done in the world in and through us, and is a 
preparation for what God still wants to accomplish. 
 

Finally, we continue to experience the abiding presence of Christ in our dai-
ly lives or else we wouldn't be here. God, as revealed in Jesus Christ, is not 
distant to our lives or impervious to our needs; we believe in a Companion-
God who seeks our company as much as we need his. 
 

In this Mass, then, let's thank God for the mountain top of Christ's Ascen-
sion that lifts us up out of our everyday life to celebrate that we are crea-
tures, not the Creator. Let us hear again Christ's call to each of us to move 
away from the complacency of a spiritual cafeteria to a church moving out 
to change the world. And let's rejoice in Christ's presence which abides be-
fore us, behind us, over and in us, within and without, now and forever. 
Amen. 
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CƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǳƴƛǾŜǊǎŀƭ /ƘǳǊŎƘΦ 

Give her the Spirit of wisdom who will enable her to know more fully 
Christ her Lord and Saviour.   Lord hear us. 
 

CƻǊ ƻǳǊ ƴŀǝƻƴΣ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀΦ 

May the anniversary of the referendum which includes our  indige-
nous people inspire us to make our nation more inclusive.   Lord hear 
us. 
 

CƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊƛǎƘ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΦ 

May we recognise the voice of Christ calling us by our name that we 
may have the strong faith of our patrons as we live out our Baptismal 
calling.  Lord hear us. 

 



 

an empowering with the Spirit will come down upon them and accompany 
them as they take his Word and witness Ψto the ends of the earthΩΦ  
 

Just before Jesus departs, the disciples voice an understandable concern: 
ΨLord, has the time come? Are you going to restore the kingdom to Israel?Ω 
We seem to hear in these questions the last flicker of the hope that Jesus 
would be a Messiah along the lines of conventional messianic expectation. 
Also present is a strong sense of Ψunfinished businessΩΦ Jesus may be the 
Messiah, but neither now nor in the foreseeable future do the times and 
conditions look particularly ΨmessianicΩΦ Same old world, same old patterns 
of violence, suffering and death. 
 

Jesus does not give a direct answer. The time of the KingdomΩs full arrival 
and the completion of the messianic program remain shrouded in the mys-
tery of God. What the disciples must understand is that, empowered by 
the Spirit, they are to become instruments of its realisation in the new era 
– that of the Church – that lies ahead. Through their hands and feet and 
mouth Jesus will continue his messianic work until the end of time. The 
conflict he faced will be their conflict too (something the Acts of the Apos-
tles will abundantly demonstrate). But in all their trials and labours they 
must have a sense of his presence in heaven inspiring and guiding their 
work through the Spirit.  
 

Much the same idea is communicated in todayΩs {ŜŎƻƴŘ wŜŀŘƛƴƎ (Eph 1:17-
23). It portrays the raising of Christ from the dead and his enthronement at 
GodΩs right hand as one continuous exercise of divine power, involving a 
triumph over all powers hostile to GodΩs plan for human beings and the 
cosmos as a whole. Christ has been placed ΨaboveΩ all these powers in a 
way that involves their subjugation.  
 

The text speaks as though this is something already achieved. But, of 
course, as we noted above in connection with the First Reading, the forces 
hostile to God have by no means been fully overcome; the Ψmessianic pro-
gramΩ has yet to run its course. Putting it all in the past, as though already 
achieved, is simply PaulΩs way of projecting an act of hope. The hostile forc-
es may still be around, but JesusΩ Paschal victory has dealt them a fatal 
blow.  
 

As preachers, we have to ask how we should identify and name today the 
malign, transpersonal spiritual forces over which Paul saw Christ trium-
phant in this way. The Ascension is not simply something that happened to 
Jesus – his departure, physically, from this world. It is the feast that cele-
brates the hope that evil and all that makes for dehumanisation and death 
in our world will not have the last word. 
 

I have left little space to comment upon the DƻǎǇŜƭ, taken from the final 
scene in Matthew (28:16-20), where the risen Lord sends out his disciples 
on mission to the nations of the world. Through baptism they are to draw 
those who respond in faith into the communion of love that is the Triune 
God. They are to instruct them in all the ways in which they themselves 
have received instruction from Jesus as set out in the gospel. Unlike Luke, 
Matthew does not portray Jesus departing from the earth. He who at his 
birth was named ΨEmmanuelΩ – ΨGod is with usΩ όмΥноύ –  will remain 
ΨEmmanuelΩ for his missionary Church till the end of time.  

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

tŀǊƛǎƘ bŜǿǎ 
 

Dear parishioners, with the suspension of Sunday Mass-
es around the country, we will not be receiving copies of 
The Swag magazine. 
 

²Ŝ ǿƛƭƭ ƘƻǿŜǾŜǊ ōŜ ƻũŜǊƛƴƎ ǇŀǊƛǎƘƛƻƴŜǊǎ ŦǊŜŜ ƻƴƭƛƴŜ 
ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ǘƻ ŀ tŀƎŜ ¢ǳǊƴŜǊ ŀƴŘ ŀ t5C ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ²ƛƴǘŜǊ нлнл 
ŜŘƛǝƻƴΦ 
 

Go to www.theswag.org.au and on the home page click 
on the yellow box.         

 

 

 

 

 

Happy 75th Birthday Tony Killen  
Congratulations Tony and wishing you much 

happiness and many blessings for the future.  

aŀǎǎ .ƻƻƪƛƴƎǎ 
Dear parishioners,  
 

We were delighted to welcome you back last week to Mass-
es.  New Masses have now been added to our TryBooking 
sites.  These now extend from Tuesday 2nd June until Sun-
day 7th June.   
 

Please use our TryBooking links to book a seat for a week-
end Mass and any of the weekday Masses you prefer.  The 
weekday Masses were not fully booked last week so we 
welcome multiple bookings.  Bookings for the new week 
commence from Saturday 23rd May at 1pm.   
 

No need to print out your ticket as we will have a copy of 
the bookings made. 
 

¶ /ƭƛŎƪ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƭƛƴƪ ŦƻǊ {ǘ WŀƳŜǎ aŀǎǎ ǝƳŜǎΥ 

https://www.trybooking.com/BJPUC  

¶ /ƭƛŎƪ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ {ǘ Wƻŀƴ ƻŦ !ǊŎ aŀǎǎ ǝƳŜǎΥ 

https://www.trybooking.com/BJPUK  
 

  LŦ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ŀ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ aŀǎǎ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊ ȅƻǳ Ƴŀȅ  
       ŀǎǎƛǎǘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ aŀǎǎŜǎ ōȅ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǝƴƎ /ŀǊƻƭŜ ŀǘΥ   
       ŎŀǊƻƭŜŎƘŜƴƎϪōƛƎǇƻƴŘΦŎƻƳ 
      ²ƘŜƴ /ŀǊƻƭŜ ǊƻǎǘŜǊǎ ȅƻǳ ƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ aŀǎǎ ȅƻǳ  
ŘƻƴΩǘ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ōƻƻƪ ŀ ǝŎƪŜǘΦ 

A LITTLE BIT OF HUMOUR 
 

Flying from Melbourne to Sydney (can you remember when we 

did that?) a business man was seated next to a very attractive 

woman.  They got to chatting and she revealed that she was a 

clinical psychologist researching aspects of sexual attraction.   

“The popular perception is that the French and Italian men are 

the best lovers”, she explained.  “But according to my research 

it is the Irish and the Greek who are the better lovers.”   

The business man replied: “That’s fascinating, I’d loved to hear 

more about your research. Perhaps you would join me at my 

hotel tonight for dinner.  By the way, my name is Demetrios 

O’Shaughnessy!” 

http://www.theswag.org.au
https://www.trybooking.com/BJPUC
https://www.trybooking.com/BJPUK


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CƛƴŀƴŎŜ bŜǿǎ 
 

Thank you to all our parishioners from both St James Church 
and St Joan of Arc Church, who have continued to support 
the parish through contributions to both the First and Sec-
ond Collections. 
It is very much appreciated by Fr Martin, Carole, Elaine, Nici, 
Mary, Adam, John and myself. 
 

We have continued to work from home and we look forward 
to being able to resume our work at the parish office. 
 

We can continue to receive your contributions for either  
collection direct through the bank account as follows: 
 

{ǘ WŀƳŜǎ /ƘǳǊŎƘ !ŎŎƻǳƴǘ 
BSB: 083347 
Account Number: 6633 09906 
 Account Name:  St James 

{ǘ Wƻŀƴ ƻŦ !ǊŎ /ƘǳǊŎƘ !ŎŎƻǳƴǘ 
BSB: 083 347 
Account Number:  64341 9112  
Account Name:  St Joan of Arc 

 

Please do not hesitate to call me on 0439 031 900 if you have any que-
ries. 
Warm regards the Parish Account Team,  
Marina and Nici. 

 

{ŀŘ bŜǿǎ CǊƻƳ tbD 

We have just heard from Sr Mary 
McCarthy in PNG that one of our 
sponsored students, /ƘŜǎǘŜǊ tƻǳǊǳ 
died last week at the Raihu Nurs-
ing School.   
 

Chester was the 5th of 6 children 
in his family who come from the remote township of 
Arop.  His father was a soldier from Manus, resigned and 
moved to Arop.  His mother is from Arop and works at the 
hospital.  The Pouru family is well known to the Presenta-
tion sisters.   Sr Elizabeth Sen, who currently heads the 
Presentation community in Aitape, spent many years as 
the pastoral worker in Arop and prepared Chester and his 
siblings for Communion, Confession and Confirmation.  
Also Sr Felicity knew the children when they attended  
St Ignatius Secondary School. 
 

Chester  was in his final year of training in Aitape,  he 
was  an excellent student, looking forward to working as a 
health worker in remote areas.  He will be sadly missed. 
 

His body has been taken to Arop for burial.  Our thoughts 
and prayers are with his family, and the communities of 
Arop and Aitape; and with his fellow students and staff at 
the Raihu Nursing School. 
 

May he rest in peace. 
 

{ƘŜƛƭŀ IƻǿŜƭƭΣ tŀǊƛǎƘ {ƻŎƛŀƭ WǳǎǝŎŜ DǊƻǳǇΦ  

 

Are you looking for a way  

to give back to the community?  

  

Arcare Brighton is in need of volunteers to become 

part of our vibrant aged care community, with regu-

lar visits to residents and uplifting companionship.   

Whether you’d like to visit residents 1-on-1, assist 

Lifestyle with activities (such as Art/Craft, Remi-

niscing Group or Bingo) or help with outings, we 

would love to hear from you.  You may have your 

own special interest that you’d like to share with 

residents, or simply chat over a cuppa.   

Many residents have few visitors and are in need of 

social interaction and a listening ear.   

If you can spare a visit every 

week or two, please contact 

Margaret Furlong, Volunteer 

Coordinator, on 0422 633 914.  

%ÎÔÒÕÓÔÍÅÎÔ ÏÆ !ÕÓÔÒÁÌÉÁ ÔÏ -ÁÒÙ (ÅÌÐ ÏÆ #ÈÒÉÓÔÉÁÎÓ  

Following their Plenary meeting last week, the bishops of Aus-
tralia penned a letter to the Catholic faithful expressing their 
gratitude at the solidarity, generosity and kindness shown by 
many. They also praised the prompt and prudent response to 
the pandemic by public health authorities and governments. As 
we approach the feast of Our Lady Help of Christians (24 May), 
the bishops have entrusted Australia to the Immaculate Heart of 
Mary, seeking her intercession for the safety of all our people 
especially in this time of COVID-19 pandemic.   

Prayer To Mary  

Help of Christians  

O Immaculate Mary, Help of Christians, Queen of heaven 

and earth, and tender Mother of humanity, at this time 

when a pandemic threatens all your children, we entrust to 

you our nation, Australia, and all who live in this country.  

We commit to your intercession all the members of our 

community, beginning with the weakest ones, from the un-

born to the sick, the disabled and the elderly.  

We commit to you our families, our young and old, and all 

who are vulnerable, those who are quarantined or anxious.  

We entrust to your Immaculate Heart those who have lost 

their livelihood or employment, our pastors and other es-

sential service workers, and our leaders at this time.  

We implore your intercession especially for the protection 

of doctors and nurses and those who minister to the conta-

gious sick in this crisis.  

Reign over us, Mother of God, and teach us how to make 

the Heart of Jesus reign and triumph in us and around us, 

as it has reigned and triumphed in you!  

Amen. 

 


